THE DAYS WE DWELL AMONG THE ZULU IN DURBAN

30 SEPTEMBER 2024
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LET US SHINE - Youth and Children Center

At the end of August, in order to improve the overall functionality and versatility of the space, we began
renovations at the youth center, including the installation of sliding doors and painting the floor. The work was
completed in seven working days, thanks to Pastor Ray from the COC church, who oversaw the project and
helped us finish it together. The library and reading room officially opened on September 10. Due to insufficient
promotion, only two neighborhood teenagers visited that day. However, we are not worried about the numbers, as
“reading” is something that takes time to cultivate and nurture. We believe that the children and teenagers who
benefit from reading will gradually grow. Over the past three weeks, thanks to word of mouth, an average of ten
children and teenagers have come every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon to use the space. Some sit for an hour
straight, while others, especially the younger ones, change books every five minutes, and can’t sit still for more
than 20 minutes. During the second hour, we prepare coloring pages and crayons for the younger children, while
the teenagers work on crafts. For the final half-hour to an hour, we all play board games together. Seeing the
children and teenagers have an alternative space and activity options besides playing on the streets or scrolling on
their phones, the Holy Spirit affirms in our hearts that “this is worth it.”
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We thank God for that the

folding doors and painting
was done in a week. Soon

after that we open the
library and study room for
kids and youth.
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EFEHET Ron at SBC
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Pastor Ron at SBC

On September 29, Eugene was invited to preach at the 55th
anniversary service of an Indian church (Silverglen Bible
Church). Pastor Pillay of the church had only met Eugene once,
but they had heard much about each other. This church was
established by missionaries, and over the decades, it has
remained strong through the contributions, dedication, and hard
work of missionaries. Today, the church is fully led and
shepherded by local pastors and leaders. After significant
renovations following the COVID-19 pandemic, the church
building is now splendid, with seating for two to three hundred
people, and on that day, it was about 80% full. The message God
placed on Eugene’s heart was, of course, about “missions,”
encouraging the church to spread the Gospel both near and far.

Additionally, Eugene reconnected with another pastor from the
church, Ron, a young and gifted minister who graduated from
Durban Bible College in 2019. Although they had little
interaction at the college and outside of it, they kept up with
each other’s updates on Facebook after graduation. The lunch
after service provided an opportunity for them to talk more, and
it became a divinely orchestrated moment of encouragement for
Eugene. Ron shared how the mission courses he took with
Eugene at the college had become the nourishment for his
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current pastoral and evangelistic work. He expressed his
gratitude, saying that he had once wandered aimlessly on the
streets, but now God had transformed his life, and he has
become a shepherd of the flock. He is still amazed and
grateful for the transformation God brought to his life during
his three years at the college. Through this conversation,
Eugene realized why God had led him to this church: to
witness the transformation of a former student and to bring
healing and comfort to his sense of burnout.
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PRAISE

1. The preaching at SBC on 29 Sept.

2. Leon and Christelle passed the interview at
Home Affairs.

3. Eugene is done teaching [Christian Concepts].
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YUU CAN PRAY

. Eugene and Eva’s visa renewals are still pending.
Please pray for the results of our visas.

2. DBC has not been able to pay salaries for 3 months,
the principal decided to resign. Pray for vacancy of
leadership. The office of Dean is taken by the Registrar
as the interim. Pray continuously for the finances.

3. Eugene will teach [Church History] in November. Pray
for preparation. Meanwhile, he is assisting students
homework.

4. Leon has done lab work and the thesis writing is in the
final period. Pray for time management and the plan for
the wedding with his fiancée Christelle.

5. We plan to raise 300 Bible-related books for kids and
youth.
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